One lovely summer's day, around noon, there was a
deep stillness over all the forest. The birds had tucked
their heads under their wings and everything was at rest.

Then a bullfinch popped his head up and asked, ' What
is life?' Everyone was struck by this profound question.

A rose was just emerging from her bud and was opening
up one shy petal after another, rejoicing in the newly / l '
discovered sunlight. 'Life is Becoming,' she said. The ‘
butterfly was less philosophical. He flew blithely from one flower to another,
shacking everywhere on the delicious nectar, 'Life is pure pleasure and sunshine'
he announced.

Down on the ground, an ant was labouring under the weight of a piece of straw
ten times his size. He said, 'Life is nothing but toil and sweat and strain.’

There might have been quite an argument about the meaning of life, had not a
fine rain begun to fall and the rain spoke, 'Life consists of tears, nothing but
tears.'

High above the forest, an eagle swooped, making majestic curves in the sky.
'Life', spoke the eagle, 'is a constant striving upwards.'

Night fell and soon a man came staggering home from a party. 'Life’, he
complained, 'is a constant search for happiness, and a string of disappointments.’
After the long, dark night, at last dawn came, rising pink on the eastern skyline.
‘Just as I, the dawn, am the start of the new day, so life is the beginning of
eternity.’

That is an old Scandinavia folk-tail about the meaning of life.
As we enter the season of Easter we are reminded that for those who believe in
Jesus Christ this life is but a temporary one and the meaning of this life can only

find it's fullness in the life to come.

Easter asks us; ‘What is life?’ What is this life and what is the life to come?
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During lent we have explored how we can better live this life in the light of God’s
love and will with Christ's example before us. While such living can lead to a
better life, not just for us, but for those around us, Easter reminds us that for the
Christian there is no distinction between this life and the one to come. Christ
died for us, so that the mistakes we make in this life will not weigh against us
when it comes to the life to come which he won for us on that first Easter morn.
That doesn’'t mean we can do what we will, but rather that trusting in the healing
Cross of Christ we don't need to let our failures weigh us down and dampen the
glories of this life, which are but the tiniest of glimpses of the glories that lie in
store for us in the life to come.

May the blessings of the Risen Christ surround you and all those you love this
Easter-tide.

Marriage

20" March Joanna Mary Ross and Andrew John Forbes
Joanna is the daughter of Kate and Ken Ross

Funerals

2" March Pearl Screeny

The Bishop will be coming to conduct confirmations on Sunday, 5" September.
There will be two sets of preparation classes. Firstly, for children who either wish
to be confirmed or prepared for receiving communion. Secondly, an adult class
which will be open not only to any adult who wishes to be confirmed but also to
anyone who might like a little refresher course. If you would like to be confirmed,
or have a child who wishes to receive communion, please speak to Kirstin.

Please get any articles for inclusion in the May magazine to Jennifer Taylor,
37 Kilmardinny Crescent, Bearsden, (Jennifer.taylor461@ntlworld.com) by
Sunday, 18" April at the latest, thank you.
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Using the haunting music of John Tavener's ‘The Protecting Veil'’ accompanied
by words and images, this evening will be a reflection on the events from Good
Friday to Easter. Please come along and bring your friends and family. Invites
are available at the back of the church, if you wish to give them as an aide
memoire.
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Monday, 29™ - All Saints
7.30 p.m. Meditation and Compline - Anointing at Bethany

Tuesday, 30™ - All Saints
7.30 p.m. Meditation and Compline - Cleansing the Temple

Wednesday, 31 % - All Saints
7.30 p.m. Meditation and Compline - Cursing of the Fig Tree

Maundy Thursday, 1 %' April

St. Andrew’s - 10 a.m. Said Eucharist

All Saints - 7.30 p.m. Sung Eucharist with foot washing, stripping of the altar
and vigil

Good Friday, 2 ™ April
All Saints - 11 a.m. Children’s Service
St. Andrew’s - 2 p.m. Stations of the Cross

Holy Saturday, 3 ™ April - All Saints
7.30 p.m. The Protecting Velil

There are also services every night during Holy Week at Bearsden Cross Church
and both St. Paul’'s and Cairns Churches in Milngavie.
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I'd like to give plenty of notice of Christian Aid Week and ask for your help.

Last year the Bearsden Christian Aid Committee sent a remarkable £42,274.23
to Christian Aid, £27,000 of which was collected through the door to door
collections. The rest was raised through individual churches fundraising efforts
and collections at Harvest and Christmas. It is vital therefore that we try to
sustain this level of giving by supporting Christian Aid Week.

The week ends with the coffee morning at 10.00 a.m. on Saturday, 15" May at
Bearsden North Halls (same place as last year). There are always a lot of plants,
cakes and various other goods for sale as well as tea/coffee and pancakes which
are included in the ticket price of £3. Do come and support it as the more people
who come the more enjoyable it is and the more money we raise. If you cannot
come but would be willing to bake, All Saints are running the baking stall with
New Kilpatrick Church. The halls are open on Friday, 14" from 6.30 - 8.30 p.m.
or you could drop anything off on the morning itself. If transport is a problem |
can collect people and/or cakes!

There is a very loyal band of door to door collectors for whom | am extremely
grateful. But, as ever, I'm urgently looking for a few new ones so that all the
streets we have been allocated get covered. The assigned streets are in the
Mosshead area of Bearsden and the work really isn’t onerous. You just need to
deliver an envelope one day and pick it up a few days later. We've been doing it
for so many years that many people have the envelope ready for collection on
your return. As you will be armed with a bright red Christian Aid plastic bag
people can see you come and if they don’t want to give anything they generally
just don't answer the door so embarrassing situations rarely occur.

If you feel you can spare a few hours during the week to help with the door to
door collections (the weather is always balmy), please get in touch with me. If
not, | look forward to seeing you at the coffee morning.

Celia Fisher (570 0903)

The next regional council meeting will take place on Wednesday, 21% April at St.
Augustine’s, Dumbarton.
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Last year this fundraising initiative brought in over £900 for our church funds and
helped us towards paying for our many commitments. We would like to repeat
that excellent effort in 2010. On Sunday, 9" May, Sunshine Bags will be made
available again in a basket at the back of the church. These splendid new bags
have been fashioned by Susan Gray. Please take a bag and, over the summer,
fill it with your contribution to the work of All Saints’ at home and abroad. They
should be returned on Harvest Sunday, 3" October, or soon thereafter. Your
support of this effective method of fundraising really does make a difference to
our church’s mission and outreach.

Perhaps you are new to All Saints’ and wonder what the
sunshine bags are all about. Some years ago we introduced
this initiative with the Vestry's approval. The idea is that if
you have some joy or blessing to celebrate or are rejoicing at
excellent weather at home (!) or on holiday, you later give
thanks by putting a note or coin in your sunshine bag.
Everyone is encouraged to take a bag, including members of
the Sunday School and Discussion Group. “All are welcome”.

Jean and Alex Stirling
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This group in All Saints was formed after MYCMI and expanded its remit over the
years. It has been most ably led by Anne Caie. The group focus has changed of
late and at its next meeting it will be looking at what it might now call itself. Anne
has also decided, due to other commitments, that it is time to take a back seat on
this particular aspect of the churches work. | am extremely grateful for her gentle
leadership of the group and for all the group has achieved over the past 5 years,
All Saints has been enriched by the group’s perseverance and faithfulness.

+

The Auction Night planned for 23™ April at All Saints has been postponed. A
future date for the event will be announced when it is known.
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Christian care for families

At last month’s meeting David Simmons gave us an insight into why our lovely
scenery gives us such pleasure. Last year David had taken part in the BBC
series “Britain’s Best Drives” with Richard Wilson when he was driving through
the Trossachs and we were able to view the programme again.

At our April meeting the speaker will be Julie Gemmell who spent two years in
Zambia teaching deaf children. Anyone who wishes to come along will be made
very welcome. Overseas boxes/donations are now due. There will be also be
the usual collection of articles for Mary’s Meals and Maxie’s box.

For your diaries:-

Tuesday, 30" March at 10.45 a.m.  Intercessions in the Choir Vestry

Monday, 12" April at 7.30 p.m. Branch Meeting — Julie Gemmell “Z is for
Zambia: two years in rural Africa with VSO”

Wednesday, 14™ April at 10 a.m. Corporate Communion

Friday, 23" April 10 a.m. — 12 noon  Coffee Morning

Friday, 30" April 10.45 a.m. Intercessions in the Choir Vestry

Renee Cross

*

Frank worshipped at All Saints for many years and was a
person who inspired and encouraged many people. His
funeral took place on 10™ March at St Margaret's,
Newlands, where he had been attending since his move to
the south-side.

' & #



#**

In the times when many people couldn’t read the artist played a big part in telling
Biblical stories. Characters each had their own symbol to mark them. John the
Baptist was often portrayed as a headless character holding his own head on a
platter, Judas with a money bag, Delilah clutching a long lock of hair, Moses
holding a long wooden staff with a burning bush in the background, the list goes
on. Each of the four evangelists also had a symbol, each of them winged to
symbolise the spread of the Gospel, each of them usually have some kind of
book or parchment signifying that they were writers. For Matthew it is a human
as his Gospel begins with Jesus’ human ancestry, for Luke it is a bull as his
Gospel begins with the story of priesthood and Zechariah, for John it is an eagle
soaring towards heaven as he begins by taking us back to the beginning in
heaven itself when ‘The Word’ was with God.

We don’t know an awful lot about St. Mark, and much of what we do know is
conjecture. It is only in Mark’s Gospel we hear of a young boy running from the
Garden of Gethsemane when Jesus is arrested and losing his loin cloth. As this
piece of information is only contained here it is believed that Mark is writing of
himself, and in doing so

explaining why he knew

of what happened in the

garden.  Tradition also

states that he was the

John Mark that later

travelled with Paul, but

again we are speculating.

What we do know is that

Mark’'s Gospel is the

earliest written recording

of Jesus’ work and

ministry and that both

Matthew and Luke used it

as a source text for their

Gospels. Mark s

depicted as a lion, as his

Gospel starts in the

wilderness where lions

roamed. St Mark’s day is

25™ April.

A reminder that the Very Revd. Gregor Duncan will be consecrated as our next
Bishop on 23™ April, only those with tickets will be admitted to the service.
However, on the 25" there will be an evensong to welcome the new Bishop to
which everyone is welcome. At this service the Revd. lan Barcroft from St.
Mary’s, Hamilton will also be installed as the diocese’s new Dean.

&

The person | send stamps, etc. to is now NOT taking 1st and 2nd class franked

stamps. However, if they are sorted in one envelope/or bag - | will continue to

take them to the Bearsden Cross Church. But | still look forward to receiving

foreign or any other interesting or unusual stamps plus post cards - as long as
they are separate from the above.

Many thanks

Jane Lowis
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Kirstin will be on holiday from Friday, 16" April till Sunday, 2™ May. On Sundays,
18™ and 25" the services will be from the Reserved Sacrament, with Mike
leading the services in both congregations on the 18" and Fraser on the 25".

Any pastoral emergencies during the period should be addressed to either Mike
or Fraser in the first instance.



Currently the Vestry and Property Group are looking at ways to improve two
under utilised spaces in the church. The choir vestry in the Church and the
Meeting Room in the halls.

Part of the future use of the Choir Vestry will involve it being used for small
services. This will involve purchasing some new items including a table suitable
for an altar, chairs, candlesticks for the altar, coverings for the altar and items for
the walls including a cross. If anyone would be interested in purchasing any of
these items in memory of a loved one, or in thanksgiving for some joyous
occasion could they please speak to Kirstin. Thank you.

Members of All Saints congregation might be unaware of what has been going
on right on their doorstep. For the past three years, on the day before Mothering
Sunday, members of the Faith, Development and Nurture Group have been
giving carnations to the children who use the halls on a Saturday morning for
their mothers. The children receive these flowers with great joy as | am sure that
their mothers also do in turn, through such acts the love of God is spread by
word and deed. A big thank you goes to Ann Caie, Christine Smith, Helen Ball,
Maxie Richards and Susan Gray for undertaking the task this year.
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For the benefit of those that had not guessed the identity of last month’s
contributor, it was Jennifer Taylor from All Saints.

Unfortunately, we do not have a contributor this month but hopefully the article
will be revived in a future magazine.
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The Annual Diocesan Synod was presided over by the Dean, the Very Revd.
Gregor Duncan (Bishop-elect) on Saturday, 27th February, and was attended by
the Lay Reps. of most charges, most of the clergy in the diocese, and visitors
from other denominations.

The Dean’s Homily spoke of how, at times of grief and at times of joy, we realize
that we really do belong to a community of love, a community of the love of God,
love rooted in grief and joy, in the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Appointments

Synod appointed the Diocesan Secretary, Diocesan Treasurer, the Property
Committee, the Boundaries Committee, and the Diocesan Auditor; and elected
Diocesan Reps. to General Synod, the Provincial Faith & Order Board; and the
Provincial Mission & Ministry Board.

Synod:

Approved the accounts for last year and the Budget for the current year. The
finances of the Diocese are sound, and we have weathered the financial storms
fairly well thanks to a well structured portfolio, but the underwriting of the Paisley
project will affect cash flow until the funds have been raised to repay the diocese.
Approved the proposed changes to Canon 35, in the light of several years’
experience, which will make it easier to make minor changes to buildings; Canon
57 which will allow official communications to be sent electronically; and Canon
52 to tidy up membership of the Standing Committee of General Synod.
Received an update on facilities for the disabled in the churches of the diocese.
Presentations were received on the St Matthew Centre — the subject of this
year’s Lent Appeal — which helps to bring hope and support to the disadvantaged
in and around Possilpark; the role of the Lay Representative; the work and
proposals of the Diocesan Ministry Development Officer, Revd. Dr. Anne
Tomlinson.

Synod also heard from Revd. Tim Tunliffe, the newly appointed chaplain to
Missions to Seafarers; representatives from our companion Diocese of
Gothenburg; Dr. Jamie Hill on the proposal that the Stewardship Action Network
develop a knowledge base on grants and external funding; Revd. Dan Gafvert on
the Pilgrim Trust.

Notice was given by the Bishop-elect of his intention to appoint Revd. lan
Barcroft as his Dean following the consecration.

Next Synods: General Synod 10th — 12th June, 2010;

Diocesan Synod 5th March, 2011 (TBC)
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